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Connectivity of China and Its Surrounding Countries within the ''Belt and
Road" Framework

Li Chenyang, Yang Yangzhang
Abstract: The "Belt and Road" initiative has represented great blueprint for
the connectivity of China and its surrounding countries. In recent years, China
has achieved multiple breakthroughs in the connectivity endeavors with its
surrounding countries, including the launching of China—Pakistan joint projects,
Indonesian high —speed railways, China—Thailand, and China—Laos railway
projects, etc. As the construction of connectivity projects is confronting problems
in the complicated environment, certain setbacks may affect current projects and
those in mutually—signed agreements. It is necessary to strategically tackle the
problems to promote connectivity with the surrounding countries and take reasonable
measures to push forward the constructions of connectivity between China and
its surrounding countries for the ideal of win—win.
Key words: connectivity; the "Belt and Road"; cooperation in high—speed rails
About the Authors: Li Chenyang, Office of Social Sciences, Yunnan University;

Yang Xiangzhang, Institute of International Relations, Yunnan University.

Review and Analysis of U.S. and China’s Strategic Adjustment upon
South China Sea (SCS) Issue

Ye Hailin
Abstract: Based on the reviewing and generalizing of development of South
China Sea (SCS) situation from 2015 to the first quarter of 2016, this article
bespeaks that the crucial contradiction of SCS issue has changed from a dispute
of sovereign and maritime interests/rights between China and certain Southeast
Asian countries, marked as "Huangyan Island Incident", to a strategic game of
rule—making and safeguarding SCS between China and the U.S.. This mainly

indicates the adversarial interaction between American freedom of navigation
- 101 -
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through military means, and China’s countermeasures. China—U.S. conflict on
SCS has gradually presented a characteristic of struggling for hegemony in the
region between the superpower and its challenger. The situation is supposed to
continue, and the management and control of SCS issue is believed to become
more difficult. As a consequence, the probability of the outbreak of conflict is
thought to be increased.

Key words: South China Sea (SCS), navigation freedom, strategic deterrence
About the Author: Ye Hailin, Institute of Asian—Pacific and Global Strategies,
CASS; Editor of South Asian Studies; South Asia Research Center, CASS.

Iran’s Grand Strategy for the Iran Nuclear Issue

Zhang Chang
Abstract: Through a series of long and difficult negotiations, the US and Iran
have eventually reached agreements on the Iranian nuclear issue that catch
worldwide attention. Looking back on the Middle East strategy of the US and
the progression of the Iranian nuclear issue, we can find that the beginning,
intensification, and settlement of the issue are closely related to the changes of
American policy and the fluctuations of American strategic capability. For that
matter, the Iranian nuclear issue is not superficially an issue of nuclear proliferation,
but of profound reflection of practices and difficulties of America’s Middle East
strategies as well as the process of the country’s decline from a hegemonic
power to its relative fall of predominance. Facing the new international situation
after the Cold War, Iran adopts an equilibration strategy of combining self—
dependence and alliance. And viewing the Iranian nuclear issue from this
perspective generates positive significance in grasping the evolution of the issue,
which can help to properly analyze the connotation and influence of the Iranian
Nuclear Issue Agreement as well as the study and judgment of the US —Iran

relations.
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