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[ Abstract JSince 2010, the Lancang-Mekong Region has become a new strategic geopo—
litical space for the competition between China and the United States. Water resources,
as a kind of important natural resources in the region, are interlaced with power poli—
tics in the competition between China and the United States, and evolve into a power
resource that affects the regional political development. This paper chooses the theory
of institutional balancing as the theoretical analysis tool to explain how water resources
issues can be securitized in the Lancang-Mekong Region, which has become the entry
point and important content of the United States” balancing on China. The United
States implements institutional balancing on China in the Mekong Region in two ways:
hard balancing and soft balancing. Institutional balancing is the main content of soft
balancing, and water resources security problem is an important carrier of institutional
balancing. The US adheres to the basic stance of political confrontation, isolation, and
balancing on China. It seizes on water data collection and sharing, water conservancy
infrastructure investment, and water resources cooperation mechanisms to build three
core issues related to the sustainable development of the Lancang-Mekong region. It
uses three ways such as rules reconstruction, concepts reconstruction and functional
containments to conduct balancing on China, and builds a multidevel partnership sys—
tem as a support system for the implementation of exclusive systems such as the Me—
kong-US partnership, and continues to treat water security as an important strategic is—
sue to balance against China. This paper promotes to make more comprehensive and
profound understanding of the regional competition between China and the US and wa-—
ter resources security issues in the Lancang-Mekong Region.
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